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1. Warm brown items
like the couch from
Mitchell Gold + Bob
Williams ($3,495) and
the Klepper kayak
($400), from Dickin-
son’s Antiques, in
Beacon, N.Y., “capped
the harshness of the
steel and glass of the
building,” Peter Jen-
kins said.

2. Mr. Jenkins pur-
chased the apartment
at the Edge, in Wil-
liamsburg, Brooklyn,
last summer, for
$2.15 million.

3. He hired Hollister,
left, and Porter Hovey
to decorate it, al-
though it was their
first professional de-
sign project. The vin-
tage chair is from
Arenskjold, in Hud-
son, N.Y. ($3,500 for
the pair).

4. A Saarinen table
was one of the only
pieces of furniture Mr.
Jenkins owned. The
chairs (about $700
each) are from Design
Within Reach.

5. A Brooklyn Cruis-
er bike ($500) sits
under the staircase.

6. In the guest room,
a portrait of the Duke
of Wellington ($400)
hangs over the bed.
The paint is Cracked
Pepper by Martha
Stewart.
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By EMILY WEINSTEIN

OLLISTER AND PORTER HOV-
EY are sisters and bloggers
known for their sense of style:
their loft in Williamsburg, Brook-
lyn, layered with memento mori
and vintage-store portraits, has
attracted scores of admirers
online. Still, they had never decorated anyone
else’s home.

Hollister, 33, is a senior director at Lazar Part-
ners, a health care communications firm. And until
recently, Porter, 28, worked for a music industry
public relations firm (she is also a photographer,
and will shoot the images for a book on décor they
are publishing with Rizzoli in 2013).

Though they had pondered the idea of starting
an interior-design firm for years, it wasn’t until
Peter Jenkins hired them to decorate his pent-
house at the Edge, the glassy condo towers on the
Williamsburg waterfront, that Hovey Design was
born.

But Mr. Jenkins was willing to take a risk, and
the Hoveys, with their unconventional taste, were
insurance against having a generic home.

Mr. Jenkins, 57, is an executive at Booz & Com-
pany, a consulting firm, and a co-founder of the in-
dependent label Stranger Records. Most of his
time is divided between homes in Dubai and Hong
Kong, and he travels constantly for work, which
means spending many nights in hotel rooms.

So when he purchased the nearly 2,100-square-
foot penthouse in July, for $2.15 million, he wanted
something “with more of me in it,” he said. “I
didn’t want something that looked like the Ritz-
Carlton, or the Fairmont, or the W.”

Mr. Jenkins knew Porter from Booz — she was
an assistant there until this year — and when he
asked her to suggest someone to decorate his new
apartment, she quickly volunteered the services of
the Hovey sisters.

His requests were few: no chintz, no taxidermy.
And the stereo speakers had to be a certain dis-
tance apart, and about a foot away from the win-
dows. That was non-negotiable; Mr. Jenkins is fa-
natical about acoustics. (Asit happens, the space
is great for Bach, he said, but not so good for Lana
Del Rey, the rising indie chanteuse who released
her first single on Stranger.)

The Hoveys pursued a sort of Proustian ap-
proach to home décor, filling the apartment with
objects they hoped would evoke memories, based
on information they got from a questionnaire ask-
ing him about things like his favorite toys and
movies. It was a technique that struck Mr. Jenkins
as “a little clunky,” he said, “but it did bring out
things I was genuinely interested in.”

The result is an interior punctuated with unex-
pected details like a World War Il-era radio-
frequency signal generator in the master bed-
room. Mr. Jenkins, who has an engineering degree
from Cambridge, said that as a child he had a fasci-
nation with how things worked: “I used to love
making radios.”

And a Klepper kayak, which the Hoveys believe
dates to the 1950s, and reminds him of large balsa-
wood gliders he built as a teenager.

The kayak had been packed in two duffel bags at
Dickinson’s Antiques in Beacon, N.Y., where the
sisters did much of their shopping, and the store’s
owner wasn’t sure how big it would be once it was
assembled. The answer, they found out, was 20
feet long, a skeletal structure just short enough to
be fastened vertically to a column in the living
room without hitting the ceiling.

Mr. Jenkins said he admired not just the Hov-
eys’ ability to find unusual vintage objects, but
also the ways in which they used them.

The kayak is “genius,” he said. “I would have
loved to have the imagination to think of that.”

As Hollister put it, “It’s kind of like a grown
man’s erector set.”

Then again, it nearly ended up being suspended
overhead. As Porter pointed out, “it would have
been an awesome chandelier.”

Taking a Proustian approach by filling

the space with evocative pieces.
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7. The sisters made a
desk using a pair of
chrome sawhorses
($200) from Golden
Calf in Williamsburg
and a glass top from a
coffee table Mr. Jen-
kins owned. The cast-
aluminum chair
($500) is from
Strawser & Smith,
also in Williamsburg.

8. AWorld War ll-era
radio-frequency signal
generator ($100) isa
nod to his interest in
engineering. The lamp
($600 for a pair),
which has a music
stand for a base, is
from Holler & Squall

in Brooklyn Heights.
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